
Press ReleasePress Release

102 S. Hickory Avenue, Bel Air, Maryland 21014  Teri D. Kranefeld  Manager of Communications
 offi ce: 410-588-5203  cell: 443-752-2062  teri.kranefeld@hcps.org  www.hcps.org  fax: 410-893-2478

Harford County Public Schools

Harford Schools awarded District of Excellence Disti ncti on 
by School Nutriti on Associati on

Harford County Public Schools (HCPS) was awarded the District of Excellence in School Nutriti on disti ncti on by 
the School Nutriti on Associati on for exceeding nati onal best practi ce standards for school nutriti on programs.  
Currently, there are only 29 Districts of Excellence in the country.  Harford County marks the 30th district – and 
the only district in Maryland this year – to make the disti nguished list. 

“We are extremely proud of this achievement,” said Superintendent Robert M. Tomback.  “This honor highlights 
the quality of the food services and nutriti on management at HCPS, and we will conti nue to strive to serve 
healthy, aff ordable meals to our students.”

The District of Excellence disti ncti on recognizes school districts that complete a thorough self-assessment 
in four key areas:  administrati on, communicati ons and marketi ng, nutriti on and nutriti onal educati on, and 
operati ons.  These areas make up the “Keys to Excellence” program.  Keys to Excellence is a nati onal best 
practi ce standards program that is the core of the School Nutriti on Associati on’s professional development and 
training programs.  It allows for school districts to compare their food services program to the industry’s gold 
standard and to meet their goals to serve nutriti ous, tasty food in a cost-eff ecti ve way.  Aft er completi ng the 
Keys to Excellence, the district must submit an applicati on that details its operati ons. 

HCPS Supervisor of Food and Nutriti on Gary Childress, HCPS Food and Nutriti on Dieti ti an Karen Olsen and 
central staff  in that department were responsible for assembling and submitti  ng the material needed to apply 
for the award; however, all of the dedicated employees in the Food and Nutriti on department contributed to 
earning the award.  

“We are very proud of our staff  and the dedicati on they provide every day to serve the students in the school 
system,” said Gary Childress.  “This nati onal recogniti on was the result of a team eff ort to meet the needs of 
our customers, the students and staff  of HCPS.”  

Nearly fi ve million healthy meals are served during the school year at HCPS, and more than half a million 
dollars is allocated to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables.  In additi on, HCPS parti cipates in the Farm to School 
program, which provides students with food selecti ons that include locally grown agricultural products.  

For more informati on on the District of Excellence program, visit www.schoolnutriti on.org. 
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