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STUDENTS 
 

I. Purpose 
 

The purpose of this policy is to set forth the Board's commitment to educating 
students who are homeless in accordance with federal and state law and regulation. 

 
II. Definitions 

 
A. Homeless student means: 

 
1. A child or youth who lacks a fixed, regular, or adequate nighttime 

place of residence. 
 

2. Children and youth who arc sharing the housing of other persons 
due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason, are 
living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack 
of alternative adequate accommodations, are living in emergency or 
transitional shelters, also referred to as transitional housing, are 
abandoned in hospitals, or arc awaiting foster care placement. 

 
3. Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is 

a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a 
regular sleeping accommodation for individuals. 

 
4. Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, 

abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings. 

 

5. Migratory children, as defined in §6399 of Title 20, who qualify as 
homeless for the purposes of the McKinney- Vento Act. 

 

B. McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1987 ("McKinney-Vento 
Act") means: Federal law codified at 42 United States Code§ 11431 et seq. 

 

III. Statement of Policy 
 

A. The Board affirms its commitment to provide educational services and supports 
to homeless students in accordance with the McKinney-Vento Act; Code of 
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Maryland Administrative Regulations ("COMAR") l 3A.05.09 and any other 
pertinent law. 

 
B. In furtherance of the above commitment the Board directs the Superintendent 

to: 
 

I.   Appoint a coordinator for the education of the homeless who shall 
ensure that homeless students are identified and served in accordance 
with the McKinney-Vento Act; COMAR l 3A.05.09, and any other 
pertinent law or regulation. 

 
2. Adopt procedures to implement this policy. 

 
 
 
 
 

Board Approval Acknowledged By: 
 

 
 

Sean W. Bulson, Ed.D 
Superintendent 
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Policy Action Dates 
ACTION DATE ACTION DATE ACTION DATE 

Adopted 7/9/1990 Amended 8/23/1999  

Amended 8/20/1990 Amended 5/30/2002  

Amended 7/8/1991 Amended 5/14/2018  

Amended 6/12/1995 Amended 11/18/2019  

 
 

Responsibility for Policy Maintenance & References 
l_AST EDlfOR:IJRAf'.lf::R r AMI:' 

Patrick P. Spicer, Esquire 
JOt:l !-'OSI I ION llf  LAS I E:UIIOl'<.1Jn11FTER 

General Counsel 
PEF SON f ESPONSiBL E 

Mr. Bernard Hennigan 
JOB POSI!ION OF PERSON f r:SPONS18LE 

Director of Student Services 

DESIGNFE NAMF JOB POSITION Of 1Jl-<31C:iNEE 

POLICY NUMBER PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1, 2005: 

 
 

LEGAL REFERENCES1 
 

All references are set forth in the Policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 All references are to specific federal or Maryland statutes or regulations. References are 
provided for convenience and infonnational purposes only and are not to be considered as 
exhaustive or as precluding Harford County Public Schools from relying upon any other 
statutes or regulations in support of a policy. 
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