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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	                                                                         June 2, 2026 
Statement by Board of Education of Harford County President Lauren Paige on Public Education, Governance, and the FY27 Budget
The Harford County Board of Education is a nonpartisan body entrusted with a singular mission: serving every student in every community throughout Harford County. 
Each member of the Board takes an oath to put students first. That responsibility requires us to make decisions based on what we believe is best for students, families, staff, and the long-term success of our school system, regardless of political pressure. 
Recent events surrounding both the superintendent search and budget process have been disappointing. Throughout the superintendent search, the Board followed a thoughtful process that included a unanimous vote for a trusted state search organization, a Board vote on candidate qualifications, multiple public meetings with public comments, community surveys, stakeholder engagement opportunities, candidate interviews. More than 1,200 community members, students, and employees participated in surveys and feedback opportunities before the Board selected Dr. Dyann Mack as superintendent.  
The search process produced multiple qualified candidates, and the Board ultimately selected a leader with three decades of experience in Harford County Public Schools and extensive expertise in instruction, operations, student services, budgeting, and system leadership. I am proud to support a leader who has been working to steady a system in turmoil, and who leads with integrity and intentionality. 
Throughout the process, I experienced pressure and communications that I believe crossed appropriate boundaries between county government leadership and an independent Board of Education. Efforts to intimidate Board members undermine the independence necessary for effective school governance and the public's trust in that process. 
My responsibility is to exercise independent judgment and vote in what I believe is the best interest of Harford County Public Schools. That obligation exists regardless of political pressure or potential personal consequences. Even with personal consequences and retribution within my own political party, I know I fulfilled my duties as a Board member and Board president. I respect the right of political organizations to make their own decisions. However, my responsibility as Board President is not to a specific elected official. My responsibility is to the students, families, educators, and taxpayers of Harford County, and I will continue to put those interests first. 
I am proud to be a conservative leader in public education. My values include strong parental involvement, transparency, accountability, fiscal responsibility, respect for local communities, safe schools, and a balanced curriculum that prepares students for success in life. Those principles have guided my service on the Board and will continue to do so. 
Those same values also require me to oppose efforts to inject partisan politics into decisions that should be centered on students. This brings us to the FY27 budget. 
I am grateful to members of the County Council who have worked to identify additional funding that will help preserve teaching positions and support students. Their efforts recognize the reality that the funding increase frequently cited by county officials does not fully reflect the gap between the County Executive's proposal and the Board's budget request. The Board's proposed budget was built to maintain class sizes, protect student programs, support employees, and invest in the future of our community through early learning and workforce preparation.  
Harford County deserves thoughtful conversations about educational priorities, fiscal realities, and community expectations. They do not deserve political threats on future funding or attempts to divide our community. 
I remain committed to working with the County Executive, County Council, community members, parents, employees, and stakeholders of all political viewpoints. I welcome respectful conversations about how we can continue improving Harford County Public Schools while reflecting the values and priorities of our community. 
At the end of the day, our responsibility is to students and that will guide all Board of Education decisions, budgets, and priority setting. 
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