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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	                                                                         June 2, 2026 
Statement from Interim Superintendent Dr. Dyann R. Mack on the FY27 Budget Deliberations
I want to thank the Harford County Council for its continued efforts to identify additional resources to support Harford County Public Schools and preserve our ability to retain excellent educators and educational programs. 
If the Council proposes to appropriate additional funding, it would help offset some of the reductions HCPS faces under the County Executive's proposed budget and would preserve teaching positions. While these additional resources may not fully restore the Board of Education's proposed budget, they do represent support for students and staff. 
In a recent press release, the County Executive states he provided a 9.2% increase for the school system. This is not accurate and includes funds that do not go directly to HCPS and instead go directly to the State. The actual 6.6% increase to the HCPS operating budget remains substantially below the Board of Education's requested budget, which was designed to preserve class sizes, protect student programs, support staff, and make targeted investments in early learning that improve long-term student outcomes. The Board's budget also reflected the increasing costs of special education services, transportation, safety, and State requirements under the Blueprint for Maryland's Future.  
County Executive Bob Cassilly shared with me that if the County Council funded HCPS above his proposed budget, the school system would face flat funding in future years under his leadership.  I have offered time to discuss the operating budget with Mr. Cassilly, but if his position on flat funding is ultimately carried out, it raises troubling questions about whether local education funding decisions are being driven by student needs, local fiscal capacity, community expectations, and the actual cost of operating a modern public school system, or whether they are being influenced by political posturing.  
Harford County Public Schools is one of the county's most important economic engines. Our graduates fuel the local workforce, earn industry-recognized credentials, participate in apprenticeships at one of the highest rates in Maryland, and choose careers in military and public service. Investment in public education is an investment in the future economic strength and quality of life in Harford County. Our students, families, and staff deserve a funding process that is focused on educational outcomes and designed in collaboration rather than politics or a predetermined funding amount. 
I recognize the limitations of the County Council's authority within the county budget process and appreciate the efforts of Council members who have sought solutions within those constraints.  
Moving forward, HCPS faces difficult decisions in the weeks ahead. However, any additional funds will make a meaningful difference for students and schools throughout our county. My focus remains on providing students with outstanding educational opportunities, supporting our dedicated staff, and ensuring taxpayers receive maximum value from every dollar invested in public education. 
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