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MSDE Virtual Day Instruction Plan

• Virtual Inclement Weather Feedback

• Guidance Regarding Teaching and Learning on 
Asynchronous Days

• Inclement Weather and School Closings Webpage



Virtual Inclement Weather Feedback
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Guidance Regarding Teaching and 
Learning on Asynchronous Days



Pre-Kindergarten
• Pre-Kindergarten is offered in 24 of our elementary schools 

for a total of 1,101 students as of September 30, 2022. 
• The Office of Early Childhood will provide each pre-

kindergarten student with a “School Readiness Backpack” 
to take home.

• The backpack will contain story books, glue, pencils, crayons, 
dry erase pens and board, playdough, an alphabet chart, 
sight word cards, and dot cards for families to keep and use 
throughout the year.

• Pre-Kindergarten teachers will provide hard copies of critical 
language arts and mathematics content for families to pair 
with the supplies. Electronic copies of these activities will be 
included on the HCPS Inclement Weather page.



Elementary –
Grades 
Kindergarten 
through 5

All resources will be housed in Canvas.

Learning will focus on essential skills practice in literacy (reading 
and writing), numeracy and the Unified Arts.

Teachers may opt to create lessons and assignments ahead of 
time, ‘publishing’ in Canvas only as needed.

Students can expect to spend approximately 20 minutes per 
content area engaging in learning activities.

Students will engage in learning activities connected to the 
Unified Art they would have attended in person on that school 
day.



Secondary –
Middle School 

All resources will be housed in Canvas.

Students will engage in essential skills building and practice for 
each of the classes that they would have attended on that 
school day.

Students can expect to spend 20-30 minutes per class engaging 
in learning activities.

Teachers will create learning activities around essential skills and 
knowledge for their course.  These activities will be aligned to 
the students’ current unit of study to the extent possible.  



Secondary –
High School 

All resources will be housed in Canvas.

Students will engage in essential skills building and practice for 
each of the classes they would have attended on that school day.

Students can expect to spend 30-60 minutes per class engaging 
in learning activities.

Teachers will create learning activities around essential skills and 
knowledge for their course.  These activities will be aligned to 
the current unit of study to the greatest extent possible.  



Guiding Document for Teachers

• Technology Support
o How to curate content and student-ready digital resources in Canvas
o How Canvas Video studio can be utilized for video recorded direction or instruction
o How Essential and Supplemental digital tools can be accessed via Canvas or Clever
o How to communicate with students and families via HCPS email, TAC, and Canvas

• Basic Module Creation Directions

• Canvas Tool Options including a flow chart to support teacher selection of Canvas tool(s) most 
appropriate for learning experience

• Models of Canvas inclement weather modules at each level (elementary, middle, and high)



Guiding Document for 
Families

This document will provide a concise overview of what families can expect in 
asynchronous instruction: 

• How to locate learning resources
• How to submit assignments
• How much time students should anticipate spending in learning tasks
• How much time students will have to complete assignments
• How to receive support for completion of learning tasks
• How to receive technology support



Inclement Weather and 
School Closings Webpage





Next Steps

• Board of Education of Harford County application plan approval

• Upon Board of Education approval, submit application to MSDE 
for approval

• If approved by MSDE, illustrate plan on www.hcps.org and 
begin systemwide communications process.

http://www.hcps.org/
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