
Reading, English, and Language Arts

Middle School Writing 7th Grade Extension
2023 



THE BACKGROUND
With the adoption of the Units of Study in Writing, all 
elementary schools have implemented the curriculum 
since the 2017 school year.

An updated version of the Units of Study for teaching 
writing for middle school was released. The units are 
now grade-level specific and are aligned to standards.



THE BACKGROUND

The RELA Office has worked with middle schools to 
identify a need for greater support in the curriculum for the 
teaching of  writing.

Writing instruction is integrated in HMH Collections, the 
middle school anthology, but is not a comprehensive 
program.

Currently, at the middle school level, a comprehensive, 
consistent writing curriculum exists in grade 6. 



Pilot & Expansion Timeline

2019-2020
EMS and BAMS  

Grade 6

2020-2021 
EMS Grade 7 and 

NHMS Grade 6

2021-2022 
NHMS, MAMS, 
BAMS Grade 7

and EMS Grade 8

2022-2023
All 6th grades and
PMMS Grade 7 & 
MAMS Grade 8



PROGRESS MADE: The Environment

Writing Centers

Anchor Charts



PROGRESS MADE: The Environment

Writing Centers

Anchor Charts



Progress Made: Student Ownership & Agency



Program Evaluation: 
Teachers on Their Teaching...

Writing Cent

Research-based curriculum
Structure
Motivation
Feedback
Opportunities



Program Evaluation: 
6th Grade ELA Teachers on Their Teaching...

Writing Cent

“I've also grown as a 
teacher and I learned just 

how valuable student 
driven lessons are!”

“I feel like a better instructor of  
writing because of  the structures, 

tips, and strategies provided in 
Units of  Study. Never before 
have I had an explicit writing 

curriculum …To me, it is much 
more effective than the 

integrated language arts 
approach I'm used to.”

“I am so very thankful to 
have this curriculum for 
writing class this year. It 
has been amazing to see 

my students grow as critical 
readers and writers.”



Program Evaluation:
Teachers on the Impact on Students...

Writing Cent

Time and consistency
Opportunities for choice, focus, and self-
efficacy to write extensively and to make 
improvements in their writing
Improvement and growth
Increase in confidence and stamina for 
reluctant writers; Refinement of  skills for 
more proficient writers
Increase in engagement especially for boys



-Alex 

Program Evaluation:
Students share ...

Writing Cent

I am most improved with my 
detailing and adding evidence to 
my essays because in fifth grade 
a lot of my writing felt out of 
place compared to the rest of 
them. -Evelyn

I used to just write, and all the 
words would spill out, but now I 
write with purpose and intention.

-Kaylee 
I think I've grown the most in 
adding dialogue to stories and to 
pieces and giving the characters 
more distinct personalities.

-Petra

I used to be a terrible writer 
and now I can't stop thinking 
about claims and writing 
them! Like I understand and 
I can do it! I can write now!

-Elle



No Words
by Max, EMS

Writing Cent

I want to be a writer! I want my work to be 
taught in schools for years.
Like Edgar Allen Poe and William 
Shakespeare. I want to be creative and use 
lots of word available in many languages. I 
want to be eloquent with words like my 
great grandfather who was a great 
philosopher of his time in the 60s.

But here I am.

Searching through the internet, trying to 
find inspiration from flickering videos on 
social media platforms because I have no 
words! I know words, I can read words, I can 
hear words I can understand words but have 
no words for that blank paper glaring at me 
ever so bright white, - right in front of me. 
It’s blinding and yet I still have no words.

But here I am.​

Picking up that virtual pen of mine 
and pushing these words on the 
glaring ever so bright white paper.​

Is it ever getting darker? Do I need 
to use the thicker marker? Does it 
need to rhyme, or should I just let 
it shine? A poem is not always a 
rhyme, and I am running out of 
time.​

I have no words.



PROGRESS MADE: Writing Celebrations

Edgewood Middle School, Grade 6



PROGRESS MADE: Writing Celebrations

Bel Air and North Harford Middle Schools, Grade 6



Progress Made: Writing Celebrations

Patterson Mill and Edgewood Middle Schools, Grades 7 & 8 



20-21 Teacher Survey



22-23 Teacher Survey
The Units of Study in Writing helped 
me develop my writing content 
knowledge and pedagogy in:

The Units of Study in Writing curriculum 
provided my PLC or school with the 
opportunity to:

Meeting students' 
individual needs as 
writers

52%

Providing explicit writing 
instruction

59%

Evaluating writing & 
providing feedback to 
writers

66%

Standards-based 
teaching

44%

Acquiring & utilizing best 
practice writing strategies 
& methods for instruction

41%

Work collaboratively 81%
Plan writing instruction for 
students

81%

Reflect on our teaching 
and writing instruction

75%

Evaluate student writing 
and monitor their 
progress

59%

Share writing resources 78%

53% teachers felt the WUOS 
supported their students' growth 

as writers.



On Demand Performance Task Writing Data
Narrative

Pre-Assessment Post-Assessment

North Harford, Bel Air, and Edgewood Middle Schools, Grade 6



On Demand Performance Task Writing Data
Argument

Pre-Assessment Post-Assessment

North Harford, Bel Air, and Edgewood Middle Schools, Grade 6



THE VISION
The extension of the Units 
of  Study in Writing to all 
HCPS 7th grade ELA 
classrooms will provide an 
authentic, intentional 
writing program and more 
consistency across the 
instruction and expectations 
for the middle school 
teacher teams.



Next Steps

Leadership
Teacher 

Professional 
Development

School-based 
Expectations



Professional 
Development 

Plan
The RELA Office Supervisors, Curriculum 
Specialist, and priority school Literacy 
Specialists will support 7th grade ELA 
teachers across all middle school teams. 

Support will be provided through 
instructional planning, demonstration 
lessons, co-teaching, and coaching.

Professional development will be provided 
during pre-school meetings, department 
meetings, county-wide professional 
development, and school-based PLCs.



REQUEST

The Reading, English and Language Arts Office 
requests that the Units of  Study in Writing for 
the 2023-2024 school year be expanded to the 
following middle schools in 7th grade -

• Aberdeen Middle
• Fallston Middle
• Havre de Grace Middle
• Southampton Middle
• Swan Creek School



Questions
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